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Compared with other subjects the modern lan- 
guages have been until recently much neglect- 
ed in Germany. This is due to the fact, as the 
author remarks, that instruction was given 
partly by teachers who had no scientific train- 
ing and who therefore could not, in a body of 
men and in an institution of a higher character, 
take a position which entitled them to the 
necessary respect. Though much remains to be 
wished for, Germany is now beyond the stage 
of language masters, and no candidate is ap- 
pointed who has not proved that he has suc- 
cessfully devoted several years to a scientific 
study of modern philology. Having these 
thoughts in mind the author, in his excellent 
article on instruction in modern languages at 
Girls' High Schools, could not be expected 
to give us more than a pleasant causerie upon 
the experiments of killing time by the study 
of languages from thoughtlessly compiled 
grammars and handbooks. We must thank 
the author for his consideration in not allow- 
ing the memory of Juvenal to betray him in 
this case into writing a biting satire. 

The book contains so many new ideas and 
suggestions that it is impossible to give our 
readers a detailed account of its contents here. 
We highly recommend it to all those who 
are interested in the study of modern philology 
and desire information as to its present status 
in Germany. The essays are, besides, written 
in so attractive a style and the subject is dealt 
with in such a masterly manner that the reader 
will be tempted to finish the book without 
delay. 



H. Schmidt. 



Cornell University. 



Frederic Ozanam, sa vie et ses wuvres, a 
volume of 600 pages, published last year at 
Montreal, is the first important literary venture 
of M. Pierre Chauveau, son of the eminent 
Canadian author. It is an extended study of 
the labors of the enthusiastic scholar and de- 
vout and practical Christian who was chiefly 
instrumental in forming the Society of St. Vin- 
cent de Paul. The subject is, of course, treat- 
ed from a thoroughly Roman Catholic stand- 
point ; indeed, the avowed object of the book 



is to place before young Canadians who may- 
be tempted to abandon or slight their religion 
and give way to the skeptical tendency of the 
age, a model of saintliness free from all the 
repulsive elements of narrow-mindedness and 
intolerance. 

Frederic Ozanam was born in 1813, a time 
when the Roman Catholic religion had not 
yet recovered its forces after the Revolution. 
He inherited from his parents the best traits of 
a Christian character, and these traits were 
strengthened by his early training. As soon 
as he was old enough, he joined the ranks of 
the defenders of his faith. His powers as a 
controversialist were first shown in an attack 
on the doctrines of Saint-Simon, which he pub- 
lished while still a law student at Lyons. Con- 
tinuing his legal studies in Paris, Ozanam 
became a leader in the establishment of the 
conferences of St. Vincent de Paul, and some- 
what later he helped found the conferences of 
Notre Dame. At this period of his life he 
wrote his second work, Les deux chanceliers 
d' ' Angleterre, which attracted some attention. 
Having obtained the degree of doctor in 
both law and letters, he was appointed pro- 
fessor of commercial law at Lyons. So suc- 
cessful was his career, that before he was thirty 
years old he had become professor of foreign 
literature at the Sorbonne, where he lectured 
until his early death in 1853. The twelve years 
of his professorship were spent in almost 
incessant labor on his life-task, the history of 
Christian civilization from its beginning down 
to the 14th century, a task which was destined 
neverto be completed. Fortunately, however, 
he published the various sections of this great 
work soon after he finished them, so that we 
have (besides his letters and his unpublished 
notes) nine volumes of Ozarfam's writings, of 
which the most important are Dante etlaphilo- 
sophie catholique. Etudes gernianiques and La 
civilisation an cinquieme siecle. This last pro- 
duction, which did not appear until after the 
author's death, was crowned by the French 
Academy. 

It is to an analysis of these historical and 
literary works that the greater part of M. Chau - 
veau's book is devoted. Yet Ozanam himself 
is never forgotten ; the homely, sickly, nervous 
little man, whose awkward manner could not 
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long conceal his vast knowledge nor his splen- 
did talent, is constantly before our eyes ; while 
his lovable character and his life of patient 
suffering and self-denial are shown to speak 
from every page he wrote. M. Chauveau's 
style is perfectly straightforward ; the large 
amount of information he has accumulated is 
presented tastefully and modestly, without any 
kind of pretence ; much space is given to quo- 
tations from other critics and also from Frede- 
ric Ozanam's own writings. 

The book is rendered still more valuable by 
an introduction from the pen of M. Chauveau, 
pere, who speaks briefly of the struggles of the 
French clerical party during the present cen- 
tury. In these struggles Ozanam played his 
part : not that of a political leader, nor that of 
a violent and one-sided debater, but rather 
that of man who, without neglecting his re- 
gular duties, quietly and conscientiously strives 
to make every action of his life tend toward 
the desired end. " Toute sa vie fut line triple 
predication, par la parole, par Pecriture, par 
Faction. Tout ce qu'il a fait, il l'a entrepris 
dans un seul but, faire du bien a ses semblables, 
et par-dessus tout, leur procurer le plus neces- 
saire detous les biens, la foi." 



Chas. H. Grandgent. 



Harvard College. 



Wissenschaft und Schule in ihrem Verhalt- 
nisse zur praktischen Spracherlernung. 
Yon Dr. M. M. Arnold Schroer, ao. 
Professor der Englischen Philologie an 
der Universitat Freiburg i. B. (Leipzig 
1887). 

This brochure has for its object the discus- 
sion of the following dilemma ; On the one 
hand, the university belongs to science, and 
every science has ideal, not practical, ends in 
view ; hence, practice in speaking a language 
has no place in the University. On the other 
hand, a practical knowledge of the respective 
living language is absolutely indispensable 
(ein unumganglich.es Erforderniss) to the 
philologian and, especially, to the future 
teacher ; without it, work in the history of 
language cannot be carried on with success, 
nor can the teaching of a modern language 



become really beneficial if the instructor, lacks 
the ability to speak it (praktische Sprachfertig- 
heit). 

There are three ways out of this difficulty : 
The student may be left to get a practical 
knowledge of the language outside of the 
university, from private teachers ; or he may 
neglect the practical study entirely during his 
university course, in order to devote himself 
to it afterwards, in the country where the 
language is spoken ; or, finally, he may be 
referred to lectors, specially appointed for 
this purpose by the university authorities. 
The advantages of, and objections to, each of 
these methods are well set forth by Schroer. 
On the whole, the third method, which has 
been adopted by several universities, is the 
most feasible; but, after all, the author con- 
siders a sojourn in the foreign country indis- 
pensable, and a dozen pages of the pamphlet 
are devoted to the consideration of the ques- 
tion, how such a sojourn abroad may be 
brought within the reach of the student and 
turned to best advantage. 

It would seem that the author, while advo- 
cating the desirability of a practical acquisition 
of the language previous to admission to the 
university, underrates the possibilities in this 
respect, as well as the importance of such 
early training to the student of philology. 

There is added to the discussion of the 
main question an excursus on the instruction 
in English in German schools and an ap- 
pendix on the foundation of an institute for 
German philologians for the study of English 
in London. 

The little brochure of sixty pages is full of 
suggestions to the teacher. 



A. Lodeman. 



Ypsilanli, Mich. 



BRIEF MENTION. 

In order to prevent any possible misappre- 
hension, the editors take occasion to remark 
that the foot-note appended to Dr. Karsten's 
review of Paul's Principien in the last number 
of the Notes was simply intended to remind 
our readers, impartially, of the existing oppo- 
sition to the views presented by Paul. 



